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Evolution of relationships with childcare institutions through
developmental consultations for mothers and their small children

AN HET

OZAWA, Himiko

Evolving relationships within the framework of developmental consultations were
analyzed from the following perspectives: (1) circumstances behind the consultation, (2)
situation of the consultation, (3) relationships with childcare institutions, and (4) new
relationships. As examples of the typical evolution of relationships with other people, the
case studies of five small children, a 2 years-old child, a 3 years-old child, a 4 years-old
child, a 5 years-old child, and a 6 years-old child are presented. As opposed to general
individual counseling, counseling in developmental consultations has a complicated
structure consisting of three persons, the mother, a child, and a supporter (e.g., Kitahara,
et.al. 2006). Developmental consultations should include a structure for starting the
process of change in the mother-child relationship, as well as the two-person relationship
between the child and surrounding adults. Through the counseling processes, changes in
the child-parent relationship and the mother's reconfirmation of her and other people’s
capabilities leads to the development of relationships with others and with childcare

institutions.
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