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A Study on the Language of A Midsummer-Night's Dream
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oo |1 swear to thee, by Cupid's strongest

bow,

By his best arrow with the golden head,

By the simplicity of Venus’ doves,

By that which knitteth souls and prospers
loves,

And by that fire which burn’'d the Carthage
queen,

When the false Troyan under sail was seen,
By all the vows that ever men have broke,
In number more than ever woman spoke,

In that same place thou hast appointed me,

Oooooooooooooon
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O To-morrow truly will 1 meet with thee.
(1.1.169-178)
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000 Marry, our play is, ‘The most Lamentable
Comedy, and most Cruel Death of Pyramus
and Thisby.” (1.2. 11-12)
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000 God speed fair Helena!l Whither away?
(1.1. 180)
oo uooo
gooooooboomd

000 Masters, you ought to consider with
yourselves: to bring in — God shield us! — a
lion among ladies, is a most dreadful thing;
(3.1. 30-32)
OooodooUooooooopouooo
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000 Bless thee, Bottom! bless thee! Thou art

translated. (3.1. 121)
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plicity” D00 0O 0O O I simplicityD O [T O
00D 0O freedom from deceitd0 0000
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OVenusOOOOOOODOOD have broke”
Ohave broken0 0000000 OODOOOO
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O Indeed O O 00 O O O Oby the Virgin Mary
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JO000O Lamentable Comedy” 00 00O
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0 000" God speed” O May God blessd
oooooopoooooom-eOsD0OooonQ
0 OO Whither away ?” 0 Where are you go-
ingto? 00 000 God shield us 1" 00 May
Godprotectus 0000000000000
OO bring in...a lion among the ladies” ' is”
pgooooogd

MO oDoOooOgooDoog* Bless thee,
Bottom! bless thee I” OO OOCathCO O OO
000ooooouoooooooooooog
OJO00O000" Bless thee !I” =May God bless
you!," Thou art translated”d You are
transformed. DO 0O O
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00 00000 Oxymorond
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oog... ... I never heard
So musical a discord, such sweet thunder.
(4.1. 121-122)
goboobooooooooobogo
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000 ‘A tedious brief scene of young Pyramus
And his love Thisbe; very tragical mirth.’

O Merry and tragical ! tedious and brief !

O That is, hot ice and wondrous strange snow.

O How shall we find the concord of this dis-
cord ? (5.1. 56-60)
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OO0 [MOm O So musical a discord” [
“ suchsweetthunder” 0000000000
00000 oOoOoood® A tedious brief

scene”’ 0 0O0O0OOOOOOOOOOOOO
000" concord’d 000 OO" discord’d O
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d0Mmoooooooooooooo
pgoobtboddbdddoduoouoouooga
00o00ooooooooooooooog
ooooooog

000000 ParallelismO

000 Have you conspired, have you with these
contrived,

0 To bait me with this foul derision? (3.2. 196-
197)
oo oooon
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000 What though | be not so in grace as you,
So hung upon with love, so fortunate,

[J But miserable most, to love unloved? (3.2.
232-234)
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00000 000 Ay, by my life;

0 And never did desire to see thee more.

0 Therefore be out of hope, of question, of
doubt; (3.2. 277-279)
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00 [Mdm O¢ Have you conspired, have

you ...contrived,” 0O O OO0 00000 O

“hait" 00000 O0OOOOODOOOOOO

gooo* derision” 00000000000
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g0o00U0oO0O0OoOO0oObOUooooogoogog
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“ What though | be not...But (be)D (I O O ...
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00000 ingrace” =in favourd0 0 00O

O00000000D0DOO hung upon”O

cungtoD DD O DOOO0OO0OO0OO0OOOOOO
* miserable most, (be) to love unloved” OO O

goboboboooooboboboobogn

00000000000 of hope, of ques-
tion,of doubt” O OO OOOOO

00 00O 00O PeriphrasisO
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000 To live a barren sister all your life,
O Chanting faint hymns to the cold fruitless
moon. (1.1. 72-73)
O0o000ooooooooooOooooo
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000 But earthlier happy is the rose distill'd,
Than that which withering on the virgin

thorn

0 Grows, lives and dies in single blessedness.
(1.1. 76-78)
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000 00O 00O O we must starve our sight

0 From food till
midnight. (1.1. 222-223)
O0oooooooooooooooo
O0o00oo0oooooooooooon
dodddooooooooomm

lovers’ morrow deep

000 a certain aim he took
[0 At a fair vestal throned by the west,
0 And loosed his love-shaft smartly from his
bow, (2.1. 157-159)
oooododooooogooogoogooo
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000 And touching now the point of human
skill,
0 Reason becomes the marshal to my will
[0 And leads me to your eyes, where | o’erlook
0 Love’s stories written in love’s richest book.
(2.2. 119-122)
Jdddoooooooooooooobon
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000 Lysander’s love, that would not let him
O bide,
0 Fair Helena, who more engilds the night

0 Than all yon fiery oes and eyes of light.
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(3.2. 186-188)
Jooooooooooooooon
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000 Helen, | love thee; by my life, | do:

O | swear by that which | will lose for thee,
0 To prove him false that says | love thee not.
(3.2. 252-253)
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OO0 O Mo O fruitless moon” =Diana,
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00 00D0 0O OooOde starve our sight
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0000 morrow deep midnight” 00O 00O
Jdoodooooooooooooooon
0000000000 afair vestal throned by
thewesttUOOODOODOOOODODOODOOODO
OO00OOElzabethl 00000000000
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“ love's richest book” OO the eyes of the
womanwhom Il love.d O O 0O 0O OO0 O
“ o'erlook” [ read, perusel] O O O0OI“ all

yon fiery oes and eyes of light” O O stars] 00 O
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0 Mg by that which 1 will lose for thee”
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00 O O O O Personificationd
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000 But that, forsooth, the bouncing Amazon,
O Your buskin'd mistress and your warrior
love,
0 To Theseus must be wedded, and you come
[ To give their bed joy and prosperity. (2.1.
70-73)
Jooooobooobbooboooboo
agoad
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000 Full often hath she gossip’d by my side
OAnd sat with me on Neptune’s yellow
sands, (2.1. 125-126)
Jooooooooboboooboooooo
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000 And certain stars shot madly from their
spheres,

0 To hear the sea-maid’s music. (2.1. 153-
154)
ooboooboboooboooboooboa
goboooobooboooboooom

00O Love takes the meaning in
conference. (2.2. 46)
gooddooouoobobooooooogo
gooooooomm

000 0000 O and yet, to say the truth, rea-

love’s

son

00 and love keep little company together now-
a-days;

0 the more the pity that some honest neigh-
bours will not make them friends. (3.1. 146-
149)
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000 Mo bouncing Amazon”d 0 O O
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O00mOm* Love"=LoverD OO OO OO
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O00O0O0OOOoO0oOoOOoOO0ooOoOomod® rea-

sonandlove” O 0O 0O O O 0O OO the more
the pity"=more’sthe pity0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0O
goooooood
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000 That pure congealed white, high Taurus’
snow,

0 Fann'd with the eastern wind, turns to a
crow

0 When thou hold’st up thy hand: (3.2. 141-
143)
goooooouoooobobboooogo
a
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000 To vow, and swear, and superpraise my
parts,

0O When | am sure you hate me with your
hearts. (3.2. 153-154)
ooodoooooooobbobobooogo
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000 Now | perceive they have conjoin’'d all
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three
O To fashion this false sport, in spite of me.
(3.2. 193-194)
goooooooooooooboboooo
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000000000 Get you gone, you dwarf;
O You minimus, of hindering knot-grass made;
0 You bead, you acorn. (3.2. 328-330)
goooOoOoOoOoOoOoopooopooooo
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000 Whose liquor hath this virtuous property,
O To take from thence all error with his might,
O And make his eyeballs roll with wonted
sight. (3.2. 367-369)
gobooboobbobooobooboobo
gogoooooga
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ooooom™

0000 That...white” O snow” O
Oooogoon turnstoacrow” OO0
go0oOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOopoOooooooo
0o0odmooooddommgd® To vow,
andswear” 0 0O 0O 0O O O OO superpraise
my parts” [ overpraise my talentst] 00 O [TJ0O0
0 they...allthree” OO OO O0O0OO0O0OO0O0O
O000D00000Q0OO they have conjoin'd
all three” [ all the three have joined together(
“ fashion” O put in shape™ in spite of me” [
inordertospiteme0 0000000000
ooo
(OO ™ hindering’0 0000000000
O 0O 0 OO0 minimus” anything very small
OO0 OO0 O OO of hindering knot-grass

made=made of hindering knot-grass0 0 O O
goooooodguooooooooogd
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000000000 Polyptotond
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000 Either to die the death or to abjure
0 For ever the society of men. (1.1. 65-66)
O00ooooooooooooooon
O00000000ooooooom
000 For you, fair Hermia, look you arm your-
self
0 To fit your fancies to your father’s will; (1.1.
117-118)
Jodoooooooooooooon
gojoooooooooooooboboon
oo
000 Where is Lysander and fair Hermia?
0 The one I'll slay, the other slayeth me. (2.1.
189-190)
ooo0oo0oo0ooooooooooooo
ooooo
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00O We cannot fight for love, as men may do;
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O We should be woo’d and were not made to

woo. (2.1. 241-242)
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000 With half that wish the wisher’s eyes be
pressed! (2.2. 65)
oooooUoooUooopooopouooo
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000 Things growing are not ripe until their
season:

0 So I, being young, till now ripe not to rea-
son; (2.2. 117-118)
goooobooooooooobooboo
goooooo
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0Jo0O | follow'd fast, but faster he did fly;

O That fallen am | in dark uneven way, (3.2.
416-417)
go0o0ooU0ooooooooopoooDo
ooooo
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00 MO diethedeath OO OO0 OO
000 MmO g you...yourself...your” O O
000000000 look you arm yourself”
O see that you prepare yourselfd O 0O OO
“ The one I'll slay, the other slayeth me” 0 00 O
000o0ooooooom ...slay ...slayeth”
00000000000 Theone"OO OO
O Lysander0 O O @ the other'd O O OO Her-
mial 0 0000 MO0 0% woo'd...woo” O
0000000000oo0o0oo0oooooo

OAntithesisO O 0O 0O 0O OO0

“ wish...wisher's” 00000000 0OOOOO
0 ...notripe...ripe not...” 0 OO O ripe”
ooooooo® ripe"O=ripen0 00000
0 o0 o0oo0oo0do0ddoooogm
“fast..faster” DO OO0OO0OOOOOOO
gooo© followd fast...faster...fly” O
gooooAliterationd 00000 O0O0OOQ
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00 0O 00O O O Proverbial Metaphor[
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000 Hippolyta, | woo'd thee with my sword,
0 But | will wed thee in another key,

0 With pomp, with triumph and with reveling.
(1.1. 16-19)
goooooO0oooOoooooooooo
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000 | am your spaniel; and, Demetrius,

0 The more you beat me, | will fawn on you:
(2.1. 203-204)
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0JO00O for indeed, who would set his wit to so
foolish a bird?

0 Who would give a bird the lie, though he
cry ‘cuckoo’never so? (3.1. 137-139)
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000 If thou hast slain Lysander in his sleep,

0 Being o’er shoes in blood, plunge in the
deep,

O And Kill me too. (3.2. 47-49)
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goddddoooogooo
gdddoooooooooooobobon
oooooobooooooom
gooooooooooom

000 About the wood go swifter than the wind,

0O And Helena of Athens look thou find: (3.2.
94-95)
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