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About the European History Which Is
Investigated through Sumptuary Laws.

AKASAKA, Shunichi

Abstract

History reveals that there are numerous examples in the world of laws for the repres-
sion of extravagance and luxury. They existed in ancient Greece and Rome. In Europe they
were promulgated until the 18th century. We had them also in the Japanese Edo period.
They are called sumptuary laws. If we analyse these laws we can get a detailed picture of the
daily life of the common people of those times. Thus it will be possible to write a history of
medieval and modern societies through the sumptuary laws. But first we must study thor-
oughly the contents, purposes and motives of these laws. Therefore in my introduction to
this thesis I will outline the sumptuary laws first. However, bearing in mind the continuous
changes these laws have undergone and the variations in the sumptuary laws of the different
societies it is the intention to ignore the minor differences of the various laws down the ages

and make an effort to get them in perspective.
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Ttems of sumptuary legislation
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(except Florence
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1100 1200 1300 1400

1600 1700 1800

L . Date 12th c. | 13th c. | 14th ¢. | 15th c. | 16th c. | 17th c. | 18th c.
ocation
France 1 4 5 6 13 19 1
England 1 0 5 4 20 1 -
Italian cities 2 7 16 24 12 17 1
(except
Florence &
Venice)
Florence - 2 13 10 7 21 —
Venice — 1 8 11 17 28 2
Spain - 7 7 2 16 4 2
Switzerlznd 3 0 3 3 2
Germany 3 7 7 2
Scotland 7 12 12 1
North America 9 1
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